
     2008 Four Seasons Awards     
Contest Rules

· Built-in discrepancy judging—each entry will be judged by 3 first-round judges and the lowest score for all entries will be dropped.

· New font requirements—Courier/New Courier 12 point or Times New Roman 14 point 

· Send only the number of printed entries guaranteed to be judged – send 3 printed entries and a CD containing the entry in RTF format. If you entry finals, we will print entries from your CD to go to the editor and agent. (Or send 5 printed entries if you cannot send a CD.)

· Mail early! Only 150 entries are guaranteed entry into the contest

Deadline

· March 1, 2008.  Entries postmarked after March 1, 2008 will be returned.

Categories
· Single Title Contemporary Romance:  Contemporary romantic novels (and sub-genres including romantic comedy, romantic suspense, chick lit, etc.) intended as individual titles with a projected word count over 80,000 words
· Short/Long Contemporary:  Romantic novels targeted to one of the contemporary Harlequin/Silhouette lines with word counts of 40,000 to 85,000 words

· Historical:  Historical novels with a strong romantic element throughout, including Regencies, with a projected word count over 40,000 words

· Fantasy/Futuristic/Paranormal:  Romantic novels where the fantasy world, the future, or paranormal events are a major plot element with a projected word count over 40,000 words

Eligibility
· Open to RWA members who meet the Golden Heart eligibility requirements:  "Open to writers who have not accepted a publishing offer from a RWA-recognized publisher for any novel by the contest entry deadline, or have at any time entered a novella in the RITA contest. Entrant must retain all rights to the entry and not have granted any of them to a publisher or any other party by the contest entry deadline." 

· You may enter more than one submission in any category, but the same entry may not be entered in more than one category.  (For example, you may enter Manuscript A and Manuscript B in the same category or in different categories, but you cannot enter Manuscript A into two different categories.)

· A work that previously finaled in The Four Seasons Awards may not be re-entered.  Previous finalists may enter another work.  

· Windy City RWA members are ineligible.

What to Submit

1. Three (3) copies of up to the first 25 double-spaced pages of a manuscript. Do not just send 25 pages; be sure your entry ends with a hook (on any page up to page 25). Do not end your entry in the middle of a scene. Do not end your entry in the middle of a paragraph. Do not end your entry in the middle of a sentence. Be sure your entry ends at the end of a scene or chapter (even if it's less than 25 pages), and leave us with a good hook!

2. A CD containing a .RTF file of the entry. In the event your entry is a finalist, we will print copies of your entry to be mailed to the finalist editor and agent. If you are not a finalist, the CD will be returned with your judged entries. If you cannot send the entry on CD, you may optionally include two (2) additional printed entries, for a total of five (5) printed entries.  

3. Formatting requirements:  

· Author’s name must not appear anywhere on the manuscript.

· Manuscript must be formatted according to Industry Standards:  

· Double spaced on 8 1/2" x 11" white paper or A4 paper for international submissions

· Minimum 1 inch margins all around

· New font requirements:  Entries must be in Courier or New Courier 12 point font, or Times New Roman 14 point font – note that entries using Times New Roman 12 point will not be accepted. 

· Manuscript headers: Include the title of the entry (at the top left) and sequential page number (at the top right). Optionally, you may include your target market in the header. 
· Fasten each copy with a binder clip.  No staples, paperclips, rubber bands, or brads. 

4. A separate entry form with signed waiver for each submission.  If the entry has more than one author, each author must complete an entry form and sign the waiver.

5. Non-refundable entry fee of $30.00, check or money order in US funds only, payable to Windy City Romance Writers.  No cash please.

6. A self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of your judged manuscripts and score sheets. 

· The envelope must be stamped with sufficient postage for the return of the entry, NOT a postage meter sticker. The post office requires stamps.

· Use a sturdy, non-rip envelope (we suggest the Tyvek envelopes available free from the USPS for Priority Mail).  

· Contestants from outside the United States please include $6.00 in IRCs or add $6 to your entry fee (US Funds) in lieu of stamps.

· DO NOT send anything that requires a signature upon receipt.  If you're sending Express Mail, be sure to check the area that allows for delivery without a signature.

7. If you include your email address on the entry form, we will automatically email you to confirm your entry is received.

More Details

· Mail early! Only 150 entries are guaranteed admission into the contest, with maximums designated for each category. Additional entries over the maximums may be accepted in a category if another category does not meet its maximum numbers. Entries not able to be accepted will be returned in the pre-paid envelope sent with the entry (and contest fee will also be returned). 

· Any category receiving fewer than ten entries will be cancelled, but you will be given the opportunity on the entry form to select another category in the event this happens. If you do not select an alternate category, your entry and check will be returned in the SASE. 

· Each entry will be judged by three first-round judges. The lowest score for all entries will be dropped and the two highest scores will determine final rankings. 

· Up to 4 finalists will be selected for each category. The number of finalists shall not be greater than 20 percent of the total entries in the category. 

· No fees will be returned because of disqualification (after being entered in the contest) or withdrawal.

· In the event of a tie for finalist placement, tie-breaking will be determined by the Windy City Four Seasons contest committee and tie-breaking scores built into the score sheets. 

· Finalists will be notified by May 1; winners will be announced by the end of June. 

· For non-finalist entries, we will do our best to get those mailed back as soon as we can, however, it may be a few weeks after the finalists are announced. 

· We are using electronic score sheets this year and will make every attempt to email score sheets to all entrants as soon as possible after the finalists are announced. 

Mail Your Entry

Mail your entry along with all forms and payment to the appropriate category coordinator:

Single Title Contemporary:
Short/Long Contemporary:

Sherry Weddle
 Barbara Harrison

1402 Middleburg Court 
10607 S. Oxford

Naperville, IL 60540 
Chicago Ridge, IL  60415

sherryweddle@juno.com  
barbaramharrison@aol.com
Historical:  
Fantasy/Futuristic/Paranormal:

Aimee Cohler
Jerilyn Willin
1108 Oxford St.   
133 Chambord Ct.   
Downers Grove, IL 60516
Bloomingdale, IL  60108

HistoricHeroine@aol.com
jerilyn@jwillinconsulting.com
Contestant Checklist

__
3 copies of up to the first 25 pages of the manuscript and a CD containing the entry – OR – 5 printed copies of up to the first 25 pages of the manuscript

__
$30 check or money order payable to Windy City Romance Writers

__
Entry form with signed waiver

__
Return SASE

__
$ for out of-country postage (if applicable)

(Note:  No cover page or synopsis is required)

Questions?  Contact Wendy Byrne, Four Seasons Contest Chairperson, at WTByrne@sbcglobal.net

